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Preparation 
Strategies for the 
Pennsylvania 
Educator 
Certification Tests

Pennsylvania Educator Certification Tests™ (PECT™)

Spring 2017
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Please call in to:
1-(877) 554-0877

Conference Code:
297 308 5164

Mute your line to reduce 
background noise

Chat to share 
questions/comments

Please remember…

Copyright @ 2017 Pearson Education, Inc. or its affiliate(s). All rights reserved.

Overview

Candidate Webinar: Test Preparation

Image by Photographer’s Name (Credit in black type) or 

Image by Photographer’s Name (Credit in white type)

Clone by Karen Keung

How to Register for the Test

What’s on the Test?

What do I need to Learn?

How Can I Do My Best?

How to Read your Score Report

Contact information
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How to Register for the Test
What Test Do I Need To Take?

Be sure to visit the 

Pennsylvania 

Department of 

Education 

website before you 

register.

There you will find: 

➢ Testing Requirements

➢ Test Announcements

➢ Links to Test Registration and Study Guides

http://www.education.pa.gov/
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How to Register for the Test
What Test Do I Need To Take?
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http://pa.nesinc.com
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How to Register for the Test
Creating my Account
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How to Register for the Test
What Information Do I Need? 

● Identification and Background 

Information

● Alternative Testing Arrangements

● Test Score Reporting 

 How would I like to receive my score 

report?

 What is my Educator Preparation 

Program?

 Who else would I like to receive my score 

report? (up to 2 additional institutions

 What two-year college did/do I attend 

(if applicable)?

Copyright @ 2017 Pearson Education, Inc. or its affiliate(s). All rights reserved.

http://pa.nesinc.com

Requesting Alternative 
Testing Arrangements

1. Review the required 
documentation

2. Register for your test 
module(s)

3. Submit your completes 
Alternative Testing 
Arrangements Request 
Form and documentation

4. Check email for 
notification of resolution

5. Schedule your testing 
appointment

How to Register for the Test
How can I check seat availability? 

Copyright @ 2017 Pearson Education, Inc. or its affiliate(s). All rights reserved.
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What’s on the Test?
Custom-developed for Pennsylvania Educator Certification

Pennsylvania

Educator

Certification

Tests

State teaching requirements

State/national standards
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What’s on the Test?
Key Questions to ask when preparing to do your best

What’s on the test?

What do I already know?

What do I need to learn?

How can I do my best?

pa.nesinc.com

Copyright @ 2017 Pearson Education, Inc. or its affiliate(s). All rights reserved.

What’s on the Test?
Preparation Materials

• Find preparation materials

• Review sample questions

On the 
test?

Need to 
learn?

Do my 
best!

Copyright @ 2017 Pearson Education, Inc. or its affiliate(s). All rights reserved.
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What’s on the Test?
Preparation Materials

On the 
test?

Need to 
learn?

Do my 
best!

Copyright @ 2017 Pearson Education, Inc. or its affiliate(s). All rights reserved.
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What’s on the Test?
Preparation Materials

On the 
test?

Need to 
learn?

Do my 
best!

Percentages 
relative to 
content 

areas and 
question 

types
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What’s on the Test?
How do I know what content is covered?

On the 
test?

Need to 
learn?

Do my 
best!

Test Frameworks:

• Define potential content for the test

• Provide information to candidates

• Help educator preparation faculty

• Contain content for selected-response 
questions and Constructed-Response 
assignments

Subarea III

Objective 1

Descriptive 
Statement A

Objective 2

Descriptive 
Statement B

Descriptive 
Statement C

Descriptive 
Statement D

Copyright @ 2017 Pearson Education, Inc. or its affiliate(s). All rights reserved.

Candidate Webinar: Test Preparation

What’s on the Test?
Format of the Framework

SUBAREA

Objective

Descriptive 
Statements

On the 
test?

Need to 
learn?

Do my 
best!

Copyright @ 2017 Pearson Education, Inc. or its affiliate(s). All rights reserved.
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What do I need to learn?
Mapping Framework Content to Test Item Content

On the 
test?

Need to 
learn?

Do my 
best!

You’ll need:
1. The framework of the licensure test you plan to take
2. All of your notes, textbooks and other study materials

Copyright @ 2017 Pearson Education, Inc. or its affiliate(s). All rights reserved.
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What do I need to learn?
Mapping Framework Content to Test Item Content

On the 
test?

Need to 
learn?

Do my 
best!

Copyright @ 2017 Pearson Education, Inc. or its affiliate(s). All rights reserved.

Objective Descriptive Statements Materials Other Related Topics

Candidate Webinar: Test Preparation

If you think this table might be useful in your 
studies, please make a note of the headings.
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What do I need to learn?
Mapping Framework Content to Test Item Content

On the 
test?

Need to 
learn?

Do my 
best!

Objective Materials 

Determine the meanings of words and 
phrases used in a variety of texts.

Composition 101 –Sept 4 – October 26 Notes

Texts and Reading 345 – November 14th
Lecture Slides

Comprehension Connections: Bridges to 
Strategic Reading – Chapter 2

• Take your test framework and note each objective. 

• Look through your coursework, textbooks, lecture notes, etc. and find what 
specific content is associated with that objective. 

Please note the “Materials” listed are only examples to illustrate the concept and not study recommendations.

Copyright @ 2017 Pearson Education, Inc. or its affiliate(s). All rights reserved.
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What do I need to learn?
Mapping Framework Content to Test Item Content

On the 
test?

Need to 
learn?

Do my 
best!

Objective Descriptive Statement Materials

Determine the meanings of words 
and phrases used in a variety of 
texts.

applying knowledge of word structure, context, and syntax 
to determine the meanings of words and phrases

Composition 101–Sept 
4 – October 26 Notes

determining the literal and figurative meanings of words 
and phrases

Texts and Reading 
345– November 14th
Lecture Slides

determining the denotative and connotative meanings of 
words and phrases

Comprehension 
Connections: Bridges to 
Strategic Reading –
Chapter 2

recognizing synonyms and antonyms for words and 
phrases

• Add in the descriptive statements. 

Please note the “Materials” listed are only examples to 
illustrate the concept and not study recommendations.

Copyright @ 2017 Pearson Education, Inc. or its affiliate(s). All rights reserved.

• Within your materials -- is there additional content related to these descriptive statements?

 If so, you’ve likely identified a good resource to study from! – why? Remember the 
descriptive statements are examples not an exhaustive list.

Candidate Webinar: Test Preparation
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What do I need to learn?
Mapping Framework Content to Test Item Content

On the 
test?

Need to 
learn?

Do my 
best!

Objective Descriptive Statements Materials Other Related Topics

Determine the 
meanings of 
words and 
phrases used 
in a variety of 
texts.

applying knowledge of word structure, 
context, and syntax to determine the 
meanings of words and phrases

Composition 101
September - October

- Content cue use (Comp 
101 October notes) 
relates to Objective 2

- Reading strategies 
(Comp Connections: 
Chapter4,5)  relates to 
Objective 5

- Types of texts (Notes, 
Assigned Reading, 
March)  relates to 
Objective 5

determining the literal and figurative 
meanings of words and phrases

Texts and Reading 345
February - March

determining the denotative and 
connotative meanings of words and 
phrases

Comprehension 
Connections: Bridges to 
Strategic Reading –
Chapter 2

recognizing synonyms and antonyms for 
words and phrases

• Note where you found descriptive statement content as well as other related 
topics – those topics may be test material!

Please note the “Materials” and “Study” column content listed are only 
examples to illustrate the concept and not study recommendations.

Copyright @ 2017 Pearson Education, Inc. or its affiliate(s). All rights reserved.
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What Do I Need to Learn?
How well prepared are you?

On the 
test?

Need to 
learn?

Do my 
best!

Knowledge gaps?

• Review with advisor or classmate

• Identify additional resources
• Recommended resources from university/college courses

• Textbooks being used in Pennsylvania schools

• State and national standards and curriculum documents

• Academic journals

• Publications from national organizations in your field

• Take additional courses

Copyright @ 2017 Pearson Education, Inc. or its affiliate(s). All rights reserved.
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How Can I Do My Best?

How to Read your Score Report

Contact Information
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How Can I Do My Best?
Create a study plan and schedule

What I Need to Study? When? Strategy? Status?

Factors affecting a listener's ability to 
understand spoken language in different 
contexts

Nov. 1-3 Create summary table DONE!

Evaluating visual materials for use in an 
oral presentation Nov. 4-5 Listen to lecture notes Started

Interpreting messages communicated in 
news broadcasts, television commercials, 
and other media

Nov. 7-8 Flash cards 

Conventions of standard American English Nov. 9-10 Need to find resources

Strategies for developing reading 
comprehension Nov. 17-18

Discuss with study 
group

Test date: December 15 @ 2 p.m.

On the 
test?

Need to 
learn?

Do my 
best!

Copyright @ 2017 Pearson Education, Inc. or its affiliate(s). All rights reserved.
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How Can I Do My Best?
Preparation Materials

On the 
test?

Need to 
learn?

Do my 
best!

Copyright @ 2017 Pearson Education, Inc. or its affiliate(s). All rights reserved.
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How Can I Do My Best?
Use the Study Guide

Study Guides contain:
• Information about the structure and 

content of the test

• Test Framework

• Test Taking Strategies
▪ Planning a course of study
▪ Suggested study method
▪ Strategies for success on the day 

of the test

Program and Test Info

Test-taking Strategies

Copyright @ 2017 Pearson Education, Inc. or its affiliate(s). All rights reserved.
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How Can I Do My Best?
Use the Study Guide

Study Guides contain:
• Sample test directions

• Sample selected-response 
(multiple-choice) questions

• Sample sentence correction 
assignments

• Sample constructed-response 
assignment

Sample MCQ Questions with 
Answers

Copyright @ 2017 Pearson Education, Inc. or its affiliate(s). All rights reserved.
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How Can I Do My Best?
Use the Full-Length Practice Test

Sample MCQ 
Questions with 

Answers

Copyright @ 2017 Pearson Education, Inc. or its affiliate(s). All rights reserved.
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How Can I Do My Best?
Prepare for the Test

• Review the preparation materials available on the website.

• Identify content you need to review or learn

• Identify resources (e.g., textbooks, class notes, academic publications)

• Create a cumulative study plan and schedule.

• Focus on content areas where you do not feel confident, but don’t forget to review 
the content you are most familiar with, too.

• Be resourceful:  Use study aids, or review test material with a faculty member or 
study groups to maximize what you know and deepen your understanding.

• Form connections between ideas, don’t just memorize!

Copyright @ 2017 Pearson Education, Inc. or its affiliate(s). All rights reserved.
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How Can I Do My Best?
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How Can I Do My Best?
Computer-Based Testing

CBT Tutorial
• Web-based
• Navigate through a test
• Select your answers
• End the test

Copyright @ 2017 Pearson Education, Inc. or its affiliate(s). All rights reserved.
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How Can I Do My Best?
Computer-Based Testing

Interactive CBT Tutorial
• Select your answers
• Type response in an essay box
• Use features of a computer-based test

• Navigator tool
• On-screen calculator
• Entering special characters

Copyright @ 2017 Pearson Education, Inc. or its affiliate(s). All rights reserved.
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How Can I Do My Best?
Questions to Ask Yourself Before the Test

• Have you obtained and reviewed the framework for the test?
» If you identified any objectives that represent areas of weakness for you?

• Have you completed all or most of the applicable coursework?
» Have you mapped the test objectives to the courses you have taken in your 

educator preparation program? 

• Have you developed a study plan and schedule?
» Have you identified and gathered additional study materials?
» Have you answered the sample questions in the study guide, checked the 

correct responses, and reviewed the rationale provided?
» Have you taken the practice test (if available) and assessed your 

performance?

• Have you completed the virtual tour of a test center and the computer-
based testing tutorial?

Copyright @ 2017 Pearson Education, Inc. or its affiliate(s). All rights reserved.
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How Can I Do My Best?
Taking the Test

On the 
test?

Need to 
learn?

Do my 
best!

Copyright @ 2017 Pearson Education, Inc. or its affiliate(s). All rights reserved.

• Read and follow all directions carefully.

• Read each question carefully.

• Determine the best answer to each question.

• Pace your work.

• For constructed-response assignments: 
» Read carefully and respond fully to ALL portions of the 

assignment.
» Make sure that your response meets the performance 

characteristics described in the test directions and in the 
preparation materials on the PECT website.

Candidate Webinar: Test Preparation
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How to Read Your Score Report
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Candidate’s 
information

Institutions to 
which scores 

have been sent
Module status

Test and 
module name

Test date
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How to Read Your Score Report
Assessment Series Summary Report

Copyright @ 2017 Pearson Education, Inc. or its affiliate(s). All rights reserved.

Date on 
which highest 

module 
scores were 

achieved

Highest 
score 

achieved on 
each module

Module 
status
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How to Read Your Score Report
Preparing to Retake a Test

Copyright @ 2017 Pearson Education, Inc. or its affiliate(s). All rights reserved.

Review your performance as shown in the Diagnostic Score Report section 
to help identify areas for improvement.
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Use your score report to help 
you identify areas for 

improvement

Score Report

Revisit the Test 

Objectives
Revisit the test objectives to identify 

content for review

How to Read Your Score Report
Preparing to Retake a Test
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http://www.pa.nesinc.com/Contacts.aspx

Email: es-pect@pearson.com
Ph: (413) 256-2886

(800) 877-4591

Available:
Mon–Fri: 8:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. eastern time 
Saturday: 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. eastern time

Excluding holidays: May 29, July 3-4, Sept 4

(Automated Information System available 24 hours daily)
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Please chat any 
remaining questions 

to ES Pearson
with your email 

address.
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How can I check seat availability? 
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1. Select Pennsylvania 
Educator Certification 
Tests.

Copyright @ 2017 Pearson Education, Inc. or its affiliate(s). All rights reserved.

How can I check seat availability? 

2.   Select your test 
module.

Candidate Webinar: Test Preparation

3.  Confirm your test
selection and
click ‘Next.’

4.  Find Test Centers near   
you.

Copyright @ 2017 Pearson Education, Inc. or its affiliate(s). All rights reserved.

How can I check seat availability? 
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5.  Select a Test Center.

Copyright @ 2017 Pearson Education, Inc. or its affiliate(s). All rights reserved.

How can I check seat availability? 

Candidate Webinar: Test Preparation

6. Select a date.

Copyright @ 2017 Pearson Education, Inc. or its affiliate(s). All rights reserved.

How can I check seat availability? 
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